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Overcrowding in Nevada Housing

Most of us have experienced overcrowded housing occasionally, even if only for a few days when family
comes from out of town to visit. For a few days it can even be fun, but we no doubt have experienced
some of the downsides: less privacy, more noise, competition for the bathroom and difficulty getting a
good night’s sleep. Some research has shown that overcrowded housing conditions are associated with
more incidence of disease, lower grades and higher levels of behavioral problems at school and other

undesirable effects.!

There are many measures of overcrowding: persons per square feet, persons per bedroom, persons per
room and other hybrid measures. How does the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
define overcrowding? In the CHAS (Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy) data overcrowding is
defined by persons per room excluding bathrooms and halls. An apartment or other home with more
than one person per room is considered crowded. If there are more than 1.5 persons per room the
housing unit is considered severely overcrowded.

In Nevada, rates of overcrowding and severe overcrowding were highest in renter households in very
low income households (households with median income below 50% of area median income) where
10% of households were estimated to be overcrowded and 3% severely overcrowded. For 2010 to 2014
data, an estimated 14,000 very low income households had overcrowding or severe overcrowding.
Higher income renters and even homeowners also experienced overcrowding although at lower rates.
Overall about 52,000 households were estimated to be overcrowded in Nevada with an overall rate of
overcrowding of 5% and of severe overcrowding of 1%.

Table 1. Overcrowding in Nevada Housing by Tenure and by Income Group'

Income and Total Overcrowded Severely % Over- % Z‘i’v;tely
Tenure Households Overcrowded | crowded
crowded

under 30% AMI 75,265 4,340 2,900 10% 4%

g 30 to 50% AMI 69,645 5,360 1,925 10% 3%
£ | 50to 80% AMI 91,400 5,565 2,200 8% 2%
& | 80to 100% AMI 49,500 2,365 630 6% 1%
100% AMI and up 160,230 4,820 1,520 4% 1%
Renter total 446,040 22,450 9,175 7% 2%
under 30% AMI 31,680 780 235 3% 1%

g 30 to 50% AMI 40,995 880 235 3% 1%
§ 50 to 80% AMI 77,460 2,250 385 3% 0%
O | 80to 100% AMI 53,550 1,390 220 3% 0%
100% AMI and up 356,220 4,075 1,100 1% 0%
Owner total 559,905 9,375 2,175 2% 0%
Overall 1,005,945 39,010 13,500 5% 1%
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Figure 1. Overcrowding in Nevada Households by Tenure and Income Group'!
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